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caught. This did not predispose Jane to listen to
the overtures subsequently made to her from time
to time by her relatives.

Godwin replied to Shelley's letter, but declined
all further communication with him except through
a solicitor. Mrs. Godwin's spirit of rancour was
such that, several weeks later, she, on one occasion,
forbade Fanny to come down to dinner because
she had received a lock of Mary's hair, probably
conveyed to her by Charles Clairmont, who, in
return, did not fail to inform Mary of the whole
story. In spite, however, of this vehement show
of animosity, Shelley was kept through one
channel or another only too well informed of
Godwin's affairs. Indeed, he was never suffered
to forget them for long at a time. No sign
of impatience or resentment ever appears in his
journal or letters. Not only was Godwin the
father of his beloved, but he was still, to Shelley,
the fountain-head of wisdom, philosophy, and
inspiration. Mary, too, was devoted to her
father, and never wavered in her conviction
that his inimical attitude proceeded from no
impulse of his own mind, but that he was upheld
in it by the influence and interference of Mrs.
Godwin.

The journal of Shelley and Mary for the next
few months is, in its extreme simplicity, a curious
record of a most uncomfortable time; a medley of